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Monitoring  Well  Constructor's  License 

May  31,  1988  is  the  last  day  to  apply  for  a  monitoring  well 
constructor's  license  based  on  verification  of  1  year  of 
experience  within  the  past  4  years.  After  that  date,  anyone 
applying  for  the  monitoring  well  constructor's  license  must 
show  1  year  of  experience  under  a  licensed  monitoring  well 
constructor. 

If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  license,  please  contact 
Diana  Cutler  at  the  Board  of  Water  Well  Contractor's  office  in 
Helena. 


Advisory  Task  Force  for  Monitoring 
Well  Contractors 

the  Monitoring  Well  Advisory  Task  Force  was  formed  to 
involve  interested  persons  in  the  planning  and  drafting  of  rules 
governing  the  construction,  use,  and  abandonment  of 
monitoring  wells. 

The  first  meedng  was  held  on  November  12,  1987.  A  total  of 
four  meetings  has  been  held  since  that  date.  Persons  attending 
the  meetmgs  have  been  from  engineering  firms,  water  well 
drilling  firms,  Western  Energy,  the  Montana  Salinity  Control 
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Association,  state  and  federal  agencies,  a  wide  representation 
from  all  phases  of  the  monitoring  well  field.  Discussion  has 
centered  around  what  types  of  wells  should  be  considered 
monitoring  wells  and  therefore  subject  to  the  construcdon 
standards.  The  types  of  wells  discussed  in  this  context  have 
ranged  from  spill  response  wells,  recovery  wells,  and  leak 
detecfion  wells  to  wells  used  to  locate  and  track  saline  seep. 
Legislation  may  be  necessary  to  clarify  some  areas. 

Materials  and  methods  of  groudng  have  also  generated  lengthy 
discussion.  The  type  of  well  and  its  purpose  may  be  the 
determining  factor,  when  rules  are  formally  adopted.  Further 
discussion  in  this  area  will  be  needed. 

The  next  meedng  of  the  Task  Force  is  scheduled  for  9:00  A.M., 
April  22,  1988,  in  room  44,  DNRC,  1520  East  Sixth  Avenue, 
Helena,  Montana.  A  set  of  draft  rules  will  be  discussed.  In 
addition,  suggestions  for  legisladve  changes  will  be  on  the 
agenda. 

These  meedngs  are  open  to  the  public  and  anyone  who  is 
interested  is  urged  to  attend. 

For  further  informadon  contact  Diana  C.  Cuder  at  the  Board 
office  in  Helena. 


Board  of  Water  Well  Contractor's  Members 

William  (Bill)  Osborne  is  one  of  two  water  well  contractors  or 
the  board,  and  is  past  president  of  the  Montana  Water  Well 
Driller's  Association,  the  Ground  Water  Institute,  and  the 
National  Water  Well  Associadon.  He  is  an  acdve  member  of 
the  Rotary  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Kalispell.  Bill 
previously  served  on  the  Board  of  Water  Well  Contractors 
from  1967  to  1969.  His  current  term  began  in  1985. 

Bill  was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  He  and  his  wife 
Colleen,  have  five  children  and  four  grandchildren. 

I  Bill  was  raised  in  the  oil  fields  of  western  Pennsylvania.  His 
/  first  experience  in  the  drilling  business  was  in  the  Wyoming  oi: 
fields  in  1947.  He  completed  two  years  of  study  in  geology  and 


petroleum  engineering  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  and  two 
years  service  in  the  U.S.  Army  in  Korea. 

Bill  moved  from  Wyoming  to  southern  Idaho,  where  he 
formed  Boley-Osborne  Drilling  Company  with  his  future 
father-in-law,  Blaine  Boley.  In  1955,  Bill  sold  his  share  of  the 
company  and  moved  with  his  family  to  Missoula  where  he 
went  to  work  for  Liberty  Drilling  Company.  Four  years  later, 
he  bought  the  company  and  about  1970  opened  a  branch  firm 
in  Kalispell.  In  1971,  Bill  and  his  family  moved  to  Kalispell 
and  in  1980  closed  the  shop  in  Missoula. 

Liberty  Drilling  and  Pump  Company  currently  operates  one 
cable  tool,  three  air  rotary  rigs,  and  two  pump  service  trucks. 


Well  Abandonment 


In  the  past  year,  failure  to  properly  abandon  unused  or 
unusable  water  wells  has  been  a  topic  of  discussion  throughout 
the  United  States. 

Eighteen-month-old  Jessica  McLure's  fall  into  an  abandoned 
well  in  Texas  put  this  problem  into  the  national  spotlight.  In 
spite  of  this,  the  Board  office  is  still  getting  reports  of  wells  that 
are  being  left  without  proper  plugging.  Homeowners  who,  for 
whatever  reason,  must  have  a  new  well  drilled,  are  leaving  the 
old  well  as  it  exists.  While  the  original  well  may  have  been 
properly  grouted  and  sealed,  casings  do  corrode.  If  the  well  has 
a  screened  area,  it's  possible  for  contaminants  to  move  out 
through  the  screened  area  and  eventually  into  the  aquifer. 

On  a  field  trip  taken  by  the  Program  Specialist  in  October,  a 
temporarily  abandoned  well  was  found  with  no  cap,  just  an 
open,  cased  hole.  This  situation  could  have  provided  an  easy 
source  for  contamination.  The  water  well  contractor  involved 
was  contacted.  He  did  return,  deepen  the  well  and  cap  it,  as 
required  by  Board  rules. 


Photos  on  record  in  the  Board  office  show  an  abandoned  welj 
short  distance  from  a  neighbor's  well.  The  well  was  left  open!' 
The  neighbor,  concerned  about  his  own  well,  placed  a  bucket 
over  the  well  casing.  The  well  was  in  an  area  where  it  would 
have  been  very  possible  to  have  a  repeat  of  the  Texas  incident. 
In  addition,  small  animals,  pets,  or  rodents,  could  easily  have 
fallen  into  the  well.  The  county  sanitarian  spent  a  considerable 
amount  of  time  convincing  the  well  owner  to  plug  the  well. 

It  is  important  that  the  water  well  contractor  stress  to  the  well 
owner  the  need  to  plug  old  wells,  using  proper  abandonment 
procedures.  Failure  to  properly  abandon  an  old  well  can  lead  to 
contamination  of  nearby  wells.  In  addition,  the  well  owner 
could  be  liable  if  a  child  should  fall  into  the  well.  Both  are 
excellent  reasons  why  the  well  owner  should  correctly  abandon 
an  old  well. 

Well  abandonment  procedures  are  found  in  the  Board  rules 
(36.21.670  through  36.21.678). 


"Well  Log  Report" 

Minimum  Acceptable  Legal  Land  Descriptions 

The  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  has 
prepared  this  article  in  response  to  concerns  expressed  by  some 
water  well  contractors  and  drillers  in  the  State  in  dealing  with 
the  problem  of  acceptable  legal  land  descriptions  for  Well  Log 
Reports. 

The  Department  at  a  minimum  will  accept  the  following 
legal  land  description  options  on  the  Well  Log  Report  (Form 
No.  603,  revised  June,  1987): 

A.  County.  1/4  1/4  Section  (40  acres).  Section.  Township 
and  Range  —  this  is  the  preferred  acceptable  minimum 
legal  land  description  for  ail  Well  Log  Reports. 

OR 

B.  County.  Section.  Township  and  Range,  and  Lot.  Block 
or  Tract  and  Subdivision  —  it  is  important  that  you 
contact  the  appropriate  Water  Rights  Bureau  Field 
Office  responsible  for  the  county  you  are  working  in 
before  using  option  B  in  subdivision  areas.  This  option 
is  limited  to  subdivision  areas  only,  and  only  to  certain 
Department  Water  Rights  Bureau  Field  Offices  that 
have  available  to  them  current  subdivision  plat  sheets 
for  their  various  county  service  areas,  which  would 
enable  the  Department  to  look  up  the  remaining  1/4 
1/4  Section. 

The  Department's  Water  Rights  Bureau  Field  Office  areas, 
Telephone  numbers,  addresses,  and  counties  served  are  listed 
on  the  cover  of  the  Well  Log  Report  pads.  If  you  don't  have 
the  current  Well  Log  Report  pads  as  indicated  by  "Form  No. 
603  R6-87"  in  the  upper  left-hand  corner  of  the  form,  contact 
the  Field  Office  nearest  you  to  obtain  the  current  form. 

If  the  Well  Log  Reports  you  file  do  not  meet  the  above 
minimum  acceptable  legal  land  description  requirements,  you 
can  expect  the  Department  to  return  them  to  you  for 
completion. 

Personnel  are  available  at  any  of  the  Field  Offices  to  assist  any 
driller  at  any  time  with  legal  land  descriptions  including 
providing  instruction  on  map  reading  and  available  sources  of 
usable  maps. 

According  to  State  law,  it  is  the  responsibility  of  the  driller  to 
complete  the  Well  Log  Report  form,  provide  the  original  to 
the  well  owner,  file  two  copies  with  the  Department  within  60 
days  after  completion  of  the  well  (by  law  the  Department 
sends  one  copy  of  the  log  to  the  Montana  Bureau  of  Mines  and 
Geolog}'),  and  to  retain  one  copy  for  his  own  records. 

If  you  have  any  questions  concerning  this  article  contact  the 
Department  in  Helena  at  444-6610. 


Board  of  Water  Well  Contractors 
Activities  in  1987 

As  of  December  31,  1987,  there  are  171  licensed  water  well 
contractors,  22  licensed  water  well  drillers,  and  4  licensed 
monitoring  well  constructors. 

Among  exams  given  in  1987  were:  7  for  water  well 
contractors,  2  for  water  well  drillers,  and  5  for  monitoring  well 
constructors.  Seven  persons  passed  the  exams:  2  water  well 
contractors,  1  water  well  driller,  and  4  monitoring  well 
constructors.  Eighteen  applications  for  the  Monitoring  Well 
Constructors  examination  have  been  approved. 

The  Board  has  held  six  meetings  and  published  three 
newsletters.  The  issues  dealt  with  at  the  board  meetings 
included:  apprenticeship,  pamphlet  containing  water  well 
information  for  the  public,  legislation-monitoring  well  and 
pump  installer's  licenses,  monitoring  well  constructor's 
licensure  rules,  well  design  completed  by  water  well 
contractors  for  public  water  wells,  grouting  of  existing  wells, 
variances  from  minimum  water  well  construction  standards, 
Well  Log  Report  revisions,  and  rule  books. 

Nineteen  complaints  were  filed;  5  of  these  were  unlicensed 
driller  complaints,  and  14  were  consumer  complaints.  Of  the 
19  complaints,  13  have  been  resolved. 

The  Board  made  a  concerted  effort  to  promote  filing  of 
accurate  well  logs  and  address  violations  of  minimum  well 
construction  standards.  Seventy-one  water  well  contractors 
were  contacted  regarding  apparent  errors  on  Well  Log  Reports 
or  possible  violations  of  minimum  water  well  construction 
standards.  Virtually  all  of  those  problems  were  subsequently 
resolved  with  the  cooperation  of  the  drillers  involved. 

The  Board's  program  specialist,  Diana  C.  Cutler,  made  two 
trips  to  the  field,  spending  time  on  drill  sites  with  several 
contractors  in  the  two  areas.  She  will  be  spending  more  time  in 
the  field  in  1988.  Twenty-two  field  investigations  have  been 
completed  by  the  DNRC  Water  Rights  Bureau  Field  Office 
personnel  and  the  DNRC  hydrogeologists. 

The  1987  Legislature  passed  the  monitoring  well  constructor's 
license  requirement.  An  Advisory  Task  Force  to  draft  tentative 
construction  standards  has  been  established.  (Additional  article 
on  the  Task  Force  in  this  newsletter). 

Apprenticeship  rules  and  training  are  still  in  the  discussion 
stage. 
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'^^g,  ^or  further  information 

on  any  of  the  materia! 
contained  herein  contact: 
Diana  C.  Cutler,  Program  Speciaiist 
Board  of  Water  Well  Contractors 
1 520  East  Sixth  Avenue 
Helena,  MT  59620 
(406}  444-6643 


350  copies  of  this  public  document  were 
published  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $.49  per  copy, 
for  a  total  cost  of  $1 71 .00,  which  includes  $1 05.00 
for  printing  and  $66.00  for  distribution. 
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